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Introduction
In American history, the reconstruction period was the era between 1865 and 1877, the period after the American Civil War during which there were attempts to rectify slavery disparities and to deal with problems emerging from the re-integration of the eleven states into the union that had withdrawn at or before the eruption of the war. The reconstruction period was generally categorized into three phases or stages:  [footnoteRef:2]the wartime reconstruction stage, presidential reconstruction, and racial reconstruction.  Reconstruction era ended in 1877 after the US government withdrew its troops from Southern states. [2:  Robinson, Armstead L. "Beyond the realm of social consensus: new meanings of reconstruction for American history." The Journal of American History 68.2 (1981): 276
] 

Wartime reconstruction
Events that took place during the wartime reconstruction stage included the Ten-Percent Plan (1863), the Wade Davis Bill (1864), Forty-Acres and a Mule (1865), and Lincoln’s Assassination (1865). The Ten-Percent Plan was proclaimed on December 8, 1863, by President Abraham Lincoln whereby 10 % of the confederate voters were to be pledged as an allegiance oath to start the re-integration process to the union.  It proclaimed a full pardon and property restoration. According to Eric Foner, the plan could be viewed as a tool for shortening the war and solidifying support from the white.
[footnoteRef:3]The radical republicans considered the Ten-Percent Plan too humane and kind to the South and therefore passed the Wade-Davis Bill on July 2, 1864. The Bill required that 50 % of white males in the rebellious states take a loyalty oath to the union and the constitution before convening to the state constitutional abbey. The bill also demanded that African American men are given the right to vote and the right denied to anyone who was against the US. The bill was not implemented because Lincoln denied it. This angered Wade and Davis who then arraigned Lincoln to executive usurpation. [3:  Coffey, Walter. The Reconstruction Years. Author House, 2014.
] 

The Forty-Acres and a Mule plan were issued on January 16, 1865, by General William Tecumseh Sherman whereby 40-acre plots were distributed to Black families who had been freed. Legal titles for 40-acre plots were given to African Americans and white southern union members. Most of this land was returned back to the former owners after the end of the war by President Andrew Johnson. On April 14, 1865, Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth at Ford’s Theater. This followed six days after the Army belonging to General Robert E. Lee surrendered to the Army of General Ulysses Grant which led to the end of the war.
Presidential Reconstruction
[footnoteRef:4]Presidential reconstruction followed immediately after the death of President Lincoln whereby President Andrew Johnson and his government established reconstruction plans. These plans included Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction Plan, the 13th Amendment, and the Black Codes. Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction Plan was enacted on May 29, 1865, and gave pardon to southern whites who promised to be loyal to the US government except for the confederate leaders who were to accept individual pardons. The plan gave power to the southern whites to recover their property except for those enslaved who confessed to forming new governments.  However, this plan did not prevent white landowners from exploiting former slaves. [4:  Foner, Eric. "Reconstruction revisited." Reviews in American History 10.4 (1982): 84
] 

On December 6, 1865, the 13th Amendment was amended and was the first of the three amendments made during reconstruction.  The approval of this amendment eliminated slavery in the US with the exception of being used as punishment. Black Codes were enacted in late 1865 by southern states to prevent any economic and social mobility that could be taken by black people. Various laws were enacted to economically subjugate blacks to their former slave-owners.
Racial Reconstruction
The events of racial reconstruction included the reconstruction Act of 1867, the 14th Amendment, the 15th Amendment, the election of Hiram Revels as First Black US Senator, the Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871, and the Civil Rights Act of 1875. The reconstruction Act of 1867 was established on March 2, 1867, and defined the conditions for the readmission of rebel states. The Act proposed to divide the old confederate states into five districts except for Tennessee. The Act required every state to write new constitutions which were to be acknowledged by most of the voters. The states were also required to approve the 13th and 14th amendments after which they could have complete federal representation and recognition in Congress.
The 14th amendment approved on July 9, 1868, provided citizenship to all citizens including former slaves and gave equal protection to all citizens. The amendment also gave authority to the government to discipline states that contracted the rights of the citizen to vote by decreasing their Congress representation. The 15th Amendment amended on February 3, 1868, banned states from suppressing voters in terms of color, race, or slavery. The amendment made it possible for states to equally institute the qualifications of voters to all races.
On February 23, 1870, Hiram Revels was elected as the first black senator in the US and became the first African American representative in Congress. During the reconstruction process, a total of 16 African Americans worked in Congress.  [footnoteRef:5]By 1870, there were three black men in Congress with more than 600 black men serving as state legislators. In 1875, Blanche K. Bruce became the first African American to complete a full term in the US senate. [5:  Robinson, Armstead L. "Beyond the realm of social consensus: new meanings of reconstruction for American history." The Journal of American History 68.2 (1981): 287.
] 

On April 20, 1871, the Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871 was formed to suppress the political and economic rights of blacks. The Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871 provided for federal troops to conduct arrests in South Carolina which forced close to 2000 Klansmen to escape.  On March 1, 1875, the Civil Rights Act of 1875 was enacted. The Act provided for equal treatment of African Americans in public services, accommodations, and transportation.
Conclusion
April 24, 1877, marked the end of the reconstruction process after President Rutherford B. Hayes withdrew federal troops from Louisiana and South Carolina. This marked the “Compromise of 1877” and the end of reconstruction. Hayes’ victory was accepted by the Democrats and every state in the South was under their former slaves.
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